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Walter Hill and two young Community Center prospective campers on an inspection tour

Community Cenler buys

By Doug Fulton

Camp Takona is a most fa-
miliar name to long-time Ann
Arbor residents. From the
time it opened its doors in 1928,
thousands of Ann Arbor chil-
dren have enjoyed summer
camping, swimming, and oth-
er recreational activity there
under the direction of the
YM-YWCA. Grandchildren of
some of the earlier campers
have wused the camp in later
years.

With the merging of the YM
and YWCA, the combined or-
ganizations enjoyed the bene-
fits of two area camps. Bir-
kett, on Silver Lake, was
largely relegated to day use,
and Takona, on Clear Lake,
was shared by boys and girls
on an alternate week basis for
camping.

But both camp areas were
small, and the needs grew. In
the late 1960’s an opportunity

arose to buy Camp Al-Gon-
Quian, owned and developed
by Ann Arborite Herb Twin-
ing, on the shore of Burt

Lake, and the YM-YW Board

of Directors took that oppor-
tunity to purchase the larger
camp.

Clearly three camps, with
attendant upkeep and reno-
vation, to say nothing of
transportation problems, were
one too many for the “Y” to
handle, and Takona was con-
sidered surplus to the needs
of the local organization.

“We hesitated to put Ta-
kona on the open market,
though,” said “Y” executive
director John Williams, ‘be-
cause the camp had such a
long tradition of use by Ann

Arbor people. Over the years
a large number of publics

spirited Ann Arborites have
provided funds, materials,
and labor to build and main-

tain the facilities at the
camp.”

The answer to the dilemma
came with the offer of the
Ann Arbor Community Cen-
ter, which has long operated
a day-camping program but
had no facilities of its own, to
purchase Takona.

“Qur campers had rented
Takona for a couple of over-
nights last year,” explained
Director Walter Hill,” and
when we learned that Takona
might be available we talked
it over in our Board of Direc-
tors. They gave an OK to
negotiate, and we began seri-
ously to consider the possibili-
ty late last year.”
" Firm negotiations started in
January, and a price was fi-
nally set which was agreeable
to both organizations.

The Center Board of Direc-
tors had to obtain approval

from the United Fund board
for a special fund drive. The
“Y” camp committee recom-
mended the purchase, the
Board of Directors gave
unanimous approval, and the
Board of Trustees agreed.
This week the sales agree-
ment was concluded, and the
down payment given.

Money from the sale of Ta-
kona will go toward rehabili-
tation of Camp Birkett, ac-
cording to Williams.

And the Community Center
will mount a special fund
drive to bring Takona back
into shape for the programs
they hope to implement.

The sale of Takona to the
Community Center has been
advantageous to both organi-
zations, both Williams and
Hill agreed. “We will be able
to consolidate our camp pro-
gram, and the Center will

of Camp Takona earlier this year . . .

aM\J

now have a home of its own,”
said Williams. “And we are
especially happy that the
camp will continue to be used
by children from Ann Arbor.”
 Hill is equally enthusiastic,
even though he and the Cen-

.ter Board of Directors realize

that it means a major fund-
raising drive throughout the
community.
 “With renovation we will be
able to use the camp not only
for camping, but also for re-
treats, and for such groups as
our senior citizens. And we
shall continue to make it
‘available on a rental basis for
community organizations
When the center does not have
&Homz:sm there, as the “Y”
has always done,” said Hill.
~ “It will be a major project
r us,” he added, ‘“but it
e will be nice to have our
m camp

...and suww up the hill from the beach area

Ca
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Just outside of Bolton Landmg on the road to Trout
Lake is a summer children’s camp. For forty-four years chil-
dren from twenty-two states and fifteen foreign countries
'spent as many as seven weeks of their summer vacations
there.

through the Counselor-in-Training Courses and became
counselors. Many adults who went to the camp sent their
children there years later.
Now the camp is closed.

~  What used to be Camp Timlo for boys and Pine Log
_Camp for girls now lies vacant. Nine cabins, a wash-house, a
rec room and nine hard surface tennis courts, all recently
constructed for the girls now lie deserted with 23 other
buildings, the ballfield, waterfront and other program facil-
ities on Trout Lake.

~ The camps didn’t open this year because of a bitter fore-
closure dispute between the camp directors, Mr. and Mrs.
‘Barr Morris and the Marine Midland Bank, Mr. Morris said.
- -A loyal group of campers, though, decided they
~wouldn’t allow a busme% war w1th its feneces, chaqu pad—

tim e from New Jersey, who have sent eleven girls and four
boys to the camps for years, they have set up “camp” on
a 2.18 acre portion that did not fall under the bank’s con-
trol, Morris said. ;

“The Enclave,” as the children call it, has no running
water, electricity, toilets, bathing facilities, or refrigera-
tion but that hasn’t prevented the kids from having fun,
Morris said.

They have taken trips to Montreal and Lake Placid.
Speakers come to the make-shift camp to talk to the
small group and they take advantage of the free movies
and recreation facilities in Bolton Landing. One former
camper has taken the children waterskiing on Lake
George. Another took them sailing.

Because the kids are personal guests of the Morrises
* they are not paying for their weeks at the makeshift
camp. Contributions from former campers help de-
fray some of the costs but most of their supplies are don-
ated from local businesses. A grocery store in Glens Falls
supplies food. Van Aernem’s Dairy donates dairy prod-

Most of the kids went back year after year. Some went :

With the encouragement of Mr. and Mrs Robert Ball:m— :
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_The Lake George Phoenrix, ugust 10— 16, 1978 .

Camp’s spirit won t quit

Brian Francette takes a makeshift s_hdwer assisted by
friends at a Camp Timlo reunion. The camp was forced to
close at the end of last summer.

ucts. Art Curren, owner of Sportsman’s Paradise lets
the campers use hlS bathrooms and occasxonally pumps
water to them. =

(contmued on page/’f)
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